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REMARKS 



A final Office Action, dated May 28; 2003, rejects pending claims 2, 8, 9, 21, 22 t 
24-31 , 34-36, 38-41, and 43, objects to claims 32, 33, 37 and 42, and allows claims 11- 
14. Applicant seeks to cancel claims 2, 21 , 29 T and 41 , and amend claims 8-9, 22, 24- 
28, 30-40, and 42 herein. Applicants maintain that the forgoing amendments place the 
application in condition for allowance, and therefore respectfully request that these 
amendments be entered and the case passed to issuance. 



Regarding allowed claims 1 1-14, applicants agree with the Examiner's 
conclusions regarding patentability, without necessarily agreeing with or acquiescing to 
the Examiner's reasoning. In particular, applicants believe that these claims are 
allowable because the prior art fails to teach, anticipate or render obvious the invention 
as claimed, independent of how the invention is paraphrased. 



The examiner has objected to claim 32, 33, 37, and 42 as being dependent 
upon rejected base claims, but he has Indicated that they would be allowed if rewritten 
in independent format with all of the limitations of their respective base claims and any 
intervening claims. Applicants have so amended these claims. Accordingly, claims 32, 
33, 37 and 42 should now be in condition for allowance. 

Regarding these claims, applicants agree with the Examiner's conclusions 
regarding patentability, without necessarily agreeing with or acquiescing to the 
Examiner's reasoning. In particular, applicants believe that claims 32, 33, 37 and 42 
are is allowable because the prior art fails to teach, anticipate or render obvious the 
invention as claimed, independent of how the invention is paraphrased. 

Also, dependant claims 8, 9, 22, 24-28, 30, 31, 34-36, 38-40, and 43 either 
currently depend, or have been amended herein to now depend, on one of these now 
atlowable independent claims 32, 33, 37 or 42. Accordingly, these dependant claims 
should also now be in condition for allowance. 



Allowed Claims 



Aliowahl^Suhject Matter 
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In view of the foregoing, applicants submit that all of the currently pending claims 
are in condition for allowance, and respectfully request that this amendment be entered 
and that the case be passed to issuance. If the Examiner has any questions, he is 
invited to contact applicants' attorney at the below-listed telephone number. 



805 SW Broadway # 2740 
Portland, Oregon 97205 
Phone No. (503)419-0702 
Fax No. (503) 249-7068 
E-Mail: jflhn@ipsQlQiifiQm 



Respectfully submitted, 



July 22, 2003 




ipsolon lip 
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Attachment A to Amendment 
(Redllned amendments to claims) 





print e r; 



e-sep arate k e y d e me nt s e cur e d toxo id on»axi3 print e r -co mpon e nt mou nting 




*^ m^. j-i * - 



eHees t one tab ext e n din g from th e on-exre print e r component, said at l eas t - one 



r e qu i r e d chara cte ri s t i c of the on -e x is-p rint e r com ponent; - and 



said-se parat e k e y ele m ent-ha v i ng at l e ast - on e-m at i ng s l ot poe i tion ed-and 
etigne d to r e ce i v e s a id at least one tab, thereby allowing th e on - ax te-p r i nt e r compon e nt 
to be opcrably -secure d to th e on -a x te-prtn t e r mounting port ion-an d pr e v e nt i ng si m tfady 
shgped-prtnte r compon e nt a- thei - hav e a diff e r e nt - tab ^a tt e rn from b ei ng ope rably 
secure d to th e print e r-com po n e nt mounting port ionr 

8. (Third Amended) A mechanism for establishing compatibility of an on-axis 
printer component with a printer having a carriage of claim [2]32, wherein said separate 
key element further includes a display surface for visually indicating a required 
characteristic of the on-axis printer component. 

9. (Third Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of an on-axis 
printer component with a printer having a carriage of claim 8, wherein said display 
surface has a unique shape, and further including a label displaying surface indicia 
thereon to indicate said required characteristic of the on-axis printer component and 
having said unique shape for being operably secured to said display surface. 

21. (Cancelled) A-mesftam sm for e stab lis hing - oomp atrbH rty of an on- a xis pr i nt e r 
compon e nt - h aving a d e fin e d k e y code there on-wi th a print e r having a carrie ger-satd 
m e ch a nism compr ising: 

an-en-exr s pr i nt e r compon e nt mount i ng - p o rtion s e cur e d to th e oarriage n oH he 




rtfng-a 




pr i nter; 



a k e y ele m e nt s e cur e d to - th e- on 




ton; 
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adjacen t to said on - axi s- pri nte r compon e nt rseid k e y ele ment op era b l y e ngag i ng - the 
k e y code of t he print e r compone rrt- to al l ow th e on -axfo-p r i nt e r component-with th e 
defined- k e y cod e to b e-cperatol y secured to th e^o n -a xi s print e r co mpone nt mountin g 
porttofYr 

22, (Third Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of an on- 
axis printer component having a defined key code thereon with a printer of claim 
[21]32, wherein said key element prevents similarly shaped on-axis printer components 
that have a different key code thereon from being operably secured to the printer 
component mounting portion. 

24. (Fourth Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of an 
on-axis printer component having a defined key code thereon with a printer of claim 
[21]33, wherein said defined key code is related to a desirable characteristic of said 
printer component and said key element includes surface indicia thereon to visually 
indicate the desirable characteristic of said printer component. 

25. (Twice Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a 
printer component having a defined key code thereon with a printer of claim [21]32, 
wherein said key element includes a mounting portion key element for operably 
engaging a mating key on said mounting portion. 

26. (T wice Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a 
printer component with a printer of claim [2]33, wherein said key element includes 
surface indicia thereon to visually indicate the required characteristic of said printer 
component. 

27. (Twice Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a 
printer component with a printer of claim [2]23, wherein said on-axis printer component 
is an ink reservoir. 

28. (Twice Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a 
printer component with a printer of claim [2]33, wherein said on-axis printer component 
rs an ink/printhead cartridge. 
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29, (Cancelled) jVme chanism tor -esta b l ishing compatib i l i ty of a print head 



a-se parat e k e y e le me nt s ecure d to g ak hp rinth ea d mount i n g- portion, adjace t=tHo 
satd-ptinthead? 



and - or i c n t e d in a d e f i n e d -e n d-tmi qu e tab patt e rrHh ere by ind i cat i ng a re quired 
charact e r i stic - oHh e printh e ad; a nd 

sa i d se par a t e k e y el e m e nt having at Ie a3t on e m ati ng s lot posit i on e d -and 
aligned to r e c ei v e-s a i d a t leas t on e t ab , th e r e by all ow i ng - t he-p rinth ea d to b e- o perabty 
s e cur e d tothc ^pri nth e ad mount i ng^> oi 1ion and pr e v e rt i ng -si m i l a rly s hap e d - p f-frrtheads 
thet-have a diff e rent tab p a tt ern from b e ing op e ra bl y s e cur e d to th e prifit head- mount i ng 
port i on, 

30. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printer 
component with a printer of claim [2J33, wherein said printer is an inkjet printer. 

31. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of an on-axis 
printer component with a printer having a carriage of claim [2]33, wherein said on-axis 
printer component is a printhead. 

32. (Amended) [The mechanism for establishing compatibility of an on-axis 
printer component with a printer having a carriage of claim 2, wherein said separate 
key element is] A mechan ism for establishing compatibility_of an on-axis printer 
pnmpnnRnt with a printer having a carriage, the me chanism comprising: 

a printer component mounting port i on operably secured to the carriag e of the 

printer; 

a separate key element detachably secured [to the component mounting 
pnrtinnj tn said nn-ayis printer m mpnnent mounting portion, adjacent to said printer 
.co m ponent; 

at least one tab extending from the on-axis printer component, said at least one 
tab positio ned and oriented in a defined and unique tab pattern thereby indicatino_a 

required characteristic of the. orb.aas4^iD[fiLco,mponent; and 

said se parate key element having at least one matinp_slot_DOsitioned and 





at l east one tab extending fro rrKhe pr i nth e ad, s a i d 




rationed 



Page 11 of 14 



Received from < 5032497068 > at 7/22/03 2:40:13 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



o 



o 



07/22/2083 11:39 



5032497068 



IPSDLON 



PAGE 13 



Serial No. 09/919,649 
Attorney Ref. No, 10014832-1 



aligned to receive said at least one tab thereby allow ing the on-axis printer component 
to he o perably secured to tha on-axis printer mounting portion and oreventinn similar l y 
shaped printer components that havft a different tab pattern from being JmeraklY 
secured to t he printer component mounting portion . 

33. (Amended) [The mechanism for establishing compatibility of an on-axis 
printer component having a defined key code thereon with a printer of claim 21 1 
wherein said key element is ] A mechanism for_establishing cQrnpatibili.ty.o Lan on-axis 
printer component hav in g a defined key code thereon with a printer having a carriage. 
paid mecha nism comprising: 

an on-axis printer component mounting portion secured to the carriage of the 
printer: 

a key element detachably secured to said on-axis printer component mounting 
portion , adjacent to said on-axis printer component, said key element ooerablv 
fiOflflgin g the key code of the printer component to allow the on-axis printer component 
with the defined key code to be operably secur ed to the on-axis printer component 
mounting p ortion. 

34. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of an on-axis 
printer component having a defined key code thereon with a printer of claim [21]33, 
wherein said printer is an inkjet printer. 

35. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of an on-axis 
printer component having a defined key code thereon with a printer of claim [21 J33, 
wherein said on-axis printer component is an ink reservoir. 

36. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of an on-axis 
printer component having a defined key code thereon with a printer of claim [21]33, 
wherein said on-axis printer component is a printhead. 

37. (Amended) [The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printhead 
with a printer of claim 29, wherein said separate key element is ] A mechanism.for . 
establishing compatibility of a printhead with a printer comprising: 

a printhead mounting portion operably secured to the printer: 

a separate key element- detachably secured to said printhead mounting portion. 
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adjacent to said printhead: 

at leasLone tah extending from t he nrinthead, said at least one tabj^sitiooad 
and oriented in a define d and uni que tab patt ern thereby i ndicating a r eq u ired 
shararteristirc of the printhead; and 

said separate key element having least onft mating slot positioned and 
aligned tn receive said at l east one tab, thereby allowing the nrinthead to be operab.lv 
secured to the printhead mounting portion and preventing simiiady_jsbaped printheadfi 
that have a different tab pattern frombein g operab l y secured to the pr i nthead mount i ng 
portion. 

38. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printhead 
with a printer of claim [2Q]2I t wherein said printer is an Inkjet printer. 

39. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printhead 
with a printer of claim [29]3Z, further including an on-axis ink reservoir in fluid 
communication with said printhead. 

40. (Amended) The mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printhead 
with a printer of claim [29]3Z, wherein said separate key element includes surface 
indicia thereon to visually indicate the desirable characteristic of said printhead. 

41. (eanc etie d) A m e chanism-for - e ^ ab l ishing comp a t i b ili ty<>f - ei> Rnthea€f 
having a d e f i n ed-ke y cod e th e r e on with e-printe r, s a id m e ch a n is m c emprfetngr 

e-p rinth ea d mounting portk>n - 3 e cur e d to th e pr i nt e r? 

a di s cr e t e 1 k e y - g tei n e nt se cured to th e- pri nthe ad mount i ng port i on, a djecenHo 
said printh ea d, said key -el eme n t op e rab l y e ngag i ng - th e- key - rad e of th e print e r 
compon e nt to a ll o w th e pr i nthead w i th th e def i ned k e y cod e to be op e r ab l y - s e cur e d to 
the pr i nth e ed - m e mting port i on. 

42. (Amended) P" he mechanism for establishing compatibility of a printhead 
having a defined key code thereon with a printer of claim 41 , wherein said discrete key 
element is] A mechanism for estabfishing_compatibllity of a printhead having. a. defi nad 
key node thereon with a printer, said mechanism comprising: 

a printhead mou nting portion .secured to the printer: 

a discrete key element detachably secured to the printer , adjacent to Said 
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printhead. s aid key ele ment operabl y eng a ging thB kev CQde nf thft prin t er oomponent 
in allow the printhead with the defi n fid kpy code to be o perabJyjSfigjrftd to the 
printhnad mounting portion. 
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